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Reform Restore Respect (RRR) launched its community-based project - “I Didn’t Know That!” - in March 2012 after 
the charity’s incorporation in February 2012.  In response to feedback from Mid-Kent College Campus at City Way 
and Maidstone, a Lecturer in Decorative Occupations wrote - 
 

“As far as I am concerned if these guys come in and help just one, then it’s one life that we have saved 
from going down the wrong road”.    
 
Another Instructor for Wood Occupation wrote - 
 

“I thought that the prison talks were very good, very  realistic and worthwhile for the students.  My 
class felt that the prisoners told the true story and made the idea of prison not a nice place to end up, 
a real revelation!”   
 
Early intervention approaches are notoriously difficult to measure and quantify, regardless of their impact, since they 
are based on the planting of ideas, different ways of thinking, alternative and credible approaches to youth-related 
problems such as negative peer pressure, self worth and self-image, etc.  Indeed, we were delighted to see the  
work of Reform Restore Respect (RRR) picking up many accolades in its relatively 7.5 years short life such as 
nationally being recognised in October 2013 through our CEO and Presenter, Francis Osei-Appiah, winning the 
publicly-voted, first ever ‘No Offence!’ National Inspirational Award for the charity’s work with young people.  The 
charity subsequently won another award in November 2013, locally voted by the public in Kent for the Heart of the 
Community Awards 2013.  In November 2014, the charity was locally voted as one of the big winners for the Heart 
of the Community Awards 2014 for the 2nd consecutive year running.  In May and June 2015, at the first ever 
Sevenoaks District Council Volunteers Awards - we won a certificate of achievement for Charity Project of the 
Year and subsequently at the North West Kent Crime Prevention Panel Community Safety Awards we won a 
certificate in recognition of outstanding effort on enhancing community safety in Sevenoaks District.  In 
June 2016, Francis Osei-Appiah and the RRR charitable brand was asked by The International Corrections and 
Prisons Association (ICPA) for National Offender Management Service (NOMS) to have a page in their 2017 calendar 
which represents what the RRR charitable brand does as they felt Francis’s story is the best demonstration of what 
NOMS should be doing – empowering and supporting people.    
 
The charity continues to grow from strength to strength each year and its reputation and brand is well respected 
within the Kent County.  We have been invited to BBC Southeast News and BBC Radio Kent on many occasions 
within the past 7.5 years, speaking as expert commentator in our field of work and discussing many of the social 
issues which face young people in Kent.   We are grateful for all of our supporters and partners who help promote 
our work publicly including local schools through ’word of mouth recommendation’, the BBC, Kent’s Police Crime 
Commissioner, the High Sheriff of Kent and local newspapers and KMFM.  
 

The table below illustrates the charity school academic year-on-year growth since our inception in 2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The table above total of 22,221 attendees = an average attendees per annum over 7 years = 3,174 
 
At the time of writing in August 2019, the 2018-2019 school year saw our cumulative total of workshop attendees 
pass the 22,000 milestone in just 7.5 years, a commendable effort for a small charitable organisation.  To date, 
22,221 young people have seen our programme over the period February 2012 to August 2019.  We closed the 
2018-2019 school year having seen 2,674 young people and in 7.5 years having visited 218 venues, delivered 437 
sessions which include Primary Schools with Year 6 'Transition' students, Secondary Schools, Community-based 
projects and Pupil Referral Units.   
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Reform Restore Respect operates in the field of ‘soft outcomes’, those difficult to determine results of the impact, if 
any, that our workshops make on the thousands of young people who pass through our workshops each year. In 
our ongoing quest to produce better, more informed evidence of the effectiveness of our approach, we have, in 
tandem with our many supporters, devised simple, multi-option Feedback Forms to measure, wherever practicable, 
the post- workshop views of our workshops attendees on what they have just seen and heard. We seek a minimum 
85% satisfaction score from respondents who complete our Feedback Forms. Below are the various primary schools 
which we visited in the 2018-2019 school year and the overall average student satisfaction response scores that we 
achieved. 
 
 
* NR = No Student Feedback Forms received from venue at the time of producing this report. 
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Reform Restore Respect operates in the field of ‘soft outcomes’, those difficult to determine results of the impact, if 
any, that our workshops make on the thousands of young people who pass through our workshops each year. In 
our ongoing quest to produce better, more informed evidence for our many supporters of the effectiveness of our 
approach, we have, in tandem with our supporters, devised simple, multi-option Feedback Forms to measure, 
wherever practicable, their post-workshop views on what they have just seen and heard. We seek a minimum 85% 
satisfaction score from respondents who complete our Feedback Forms. Below are the various secondary schools 
and other post-Year 7 venues which we visited in the 2018-2019 school year and the overall average student 
satisfaction response scores that we achieved. 
 
 
* NR = No Student Feedback Forms received from venue at the time of producing this report.  
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‘A riveting and inspirational presentation on gang crime and its consequences.  The children were 

completely engrossed in Francis’s life and advice.  He spoke directly to the children; no frills,              
no patronisation, and straight to the point regarding the messages these young people need to hear.   

I hope it will have sunk in properly and given them food for thought  i.e. crime and gangs are NOT     
positive or romantic!’ (Class Teacher) 

 
‘I understand that I have to make the correct choices, as it can affect my whole life’ 

‘I understood that when I go to secondary school, I have to make the right choices and these choices will affect my 

future life’ 

‘I got a lot from the workshop  and I know what is right and wrong about friendship’ 

‘I thought it helped a lot with gangs’ 

‘I loved it’ 

‘It helped me so I can keep out if danger’ 

‘The workshop has helped me because now I know more about what happens to you when you do a crime’ 

‘Helped me a lot to understand crime and prison more’  

‘It has helped me to not get a criminal record’  

Archbishop of Courtenay Primary School 
  

 
 

Location : Aylesford Primary School, Tonbridge and Malling - Year 6     Date : June 05, 2019 

 

  

‘I learned a lot more.  I learned that there are different kind of prisons depending on your age and that Kent has the 

most prisons in the UK’ 

‘It really helped me to understand what would happen in prison and how you can change your life around’ 

‘Breaking the law is the wrong choice and you will suffer if you do’ 

‘I got loads out of it and it has helped me tremendously’ 

‘It made me feel aware and confident about making choices’ 

‘I got a lot from this workshop.  I didn’t know until now that your criminal record affects your life a lot’ 

‘I learnt that gangs can be extremely dangerous.  I got a lot out of it and I now know how to be safe in the         

situation’ 

‘It has helped me to understand what will happen if I got mixed up with the wrong people and it has taught me that 

some people make the wrong choices in life’ 

‘What my parents tell me is true and that my future matters’ 

‘It has made me feel more confident when going out and aware of what I should be looking out for.  It has also 

made me more confident making choices’ 

‘The workshop has helped me to not choose bad people to be my friends and to pick nice good people as friends’  

‘That you can’t go to some countries if you have a criminal record and that to pick good people to be my friend and 

not bad people’ 

‘I got out of it that if you were to go to prison what it would be like and the consequences are, and Francis really 

inspired me and gave me the best advice I’ve ever been given’ 

‘I now know about criminal records’ 

      Aylesford Primary School  
 

Original Student Evaluation Forms from which the above comments  
were extracted can be viewed at our office on request. 
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Location : Archbishop of Courtenay Primary School, Maidstone - Year 5     Date : June 13, 2019 



 

 

 

 

Location : Dunton Green Primary School, Sevenoaks - Year 6      Date : March 20, 2019 
 

 
“Thank you so much to Francis for coming to talk to our Year 6 class again this year; the children loved 

the workshop and thoroughly enjoyed the content.  They had lots of questions and felt that the 
presentation had been useful.  The children felt that it would be likely to prevent them from making 
bad decisions later in their lives and they were engaged throughout.  The quiz at the end was good 

and I think there could be more opportunities for the children to partake in activities” (Class Teacher) 
  

‘It was presented by someone who has experienced bad things and had turned his life around’ 

‘Good ideas for how to follow a good path in life’ 

‘Never be in gangs’ 

‘Education sets you free’ 

‘More confident to go to secondary school’  

Dunton Green Primary    
 

 

Location : Edenbridge Primary School, Sevenoaks - Year 6      Date : May 21, 2019 

 

‘I learned a lot more about different consequences you get from different crimes’ 

‘It has helped me feel more confident with going to secondary school and making the correct choices’ 

‘It helped me understand the consequence of gangs’ 

‘Prison is very bad and don’t be in a gang’ 

‘It has made me think more about prison and it is worse than I thought it was’ 

‘I found out that gangs are very dangerous, and you should not join one’ 

‘That the overall meaning is that school is the lock and education is the key’ 

‘I got a lot more knowledge than I knew before this workshop and it gave me a great insight into gangs – thanks’ 

‘I found out not to get into gangs as they cause lots of trouble’ 

‘I got a lot of information about the consequences of being in gangs and I feel more confident for secondary school’ 

‘I found out a lot of helpful things out of this workshop and it has helped me a lot about gangs/drugs and other 

things’ 

‘I was really satisfied with today’s workshop because it really inspired me and taught me that making the right 

choice is important’ 

‘I got a lot out of it because now I know what actually happens when you go to jail; the consequences and how it is 

like.  I know how the sentences are and how a criminal record affects your life’ 

‘I found out how breaking the law can affect your future.  I found out how horrible prison can be’ 

Edenbridge Primary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Original Student Evaluation Forms from which the above comments  
were extracted can be viewed at our office on request. 
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Location : Elaine Primary School, Medway - Year 5      Date : April 29, 2019 
 

‘Extremely relevant workshop pitched appropriately for our children and their learning being covered 
this term.  Francis was very willing to answer honestly to questions asked enabling our children to ex-
perience authenticity about his past.  The Year 5 children at Elaine were very engaged throughout the 

workshop presentation and we look forward to inviting RRR back in the future’ 
(Class Teacher)  

  
‘Dear Francis, We would like to thank you for visiting us at Elaine Primary School at the beginning of the term.  

Thanks to your visit, we now know to think carefully about the choices we make and how they can affect the lives of 

ourselves and others.  

We thank you for sharing such a personal story which we felt helped us to relate to you better.  We also liked how 

you took the time to speak to everyone of us individually and find out about our future goals. 

This term we have been reading a book called “Too much trouble”, which is about two brothers who ran away from 

home and are manipulated into joining a gang.  The workshop you led has really helped us to understand the     

characters more because you brought the narrative to life for us. 

We would love to share our journey outcomes with you when we have completed our learning journey at the end of 

the summer term.  Thank you for inspiring us and giving us many things to reflect on’ – Emerald, Elm and Garnet 

Class 

Elaine Primary    
 

 

Location : Lady Boswell’s Primary School, Sevenoaks - Year 6      Date : February 07, 2019 

 

‘I learnt some interesting things, but it really just made me scared’ 

‘Francis has told me a huge amount of cautions to avoid as it will change my chances of achieving my dreams’ 

‘It has helped me not to be friends with bullies’ 

‘The main thing I took out was make the right choices in life’ 

‘I learnt not to give in to peer pressure’ 

‘I’ve learnt about choosing your friends carefully and how bad choices can have a massive consequence and that 

criminals can be dumb people’ 

‘It told me how easy it is to be tempted to do bad things’ 

‘I have learnt that one bad choice can ruin your life’ 

‘It tells me to be careful what crowd I go with’ 

‘That one mistake could send you to prison and change your life forever’ 

Lady Boswell’s Primary  

 

 

 

Original Student Evaluation Forms from which the above comments  
were extracted can be viewed at our office on request. 
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Location : Maundene Primary School, Medway - Year 5      Date : June 06, 2019 
 

‘Dear Francis, on behalf of Maundene Primary School and the Year 5 cohort, we would like to say a 
massive thank-you for your talk on the 6th June 2019.  The talk was incredibly inspirational and      
allowed the children to explore some of the challenging topics in a safe and secure environment.  
Many of the children got a lot from this talk and were able to make links to what they had been     

learning about around knife crime, gangs and the British Justice System.  This year 5 cohort were able 
to use your resourceful information from your talk to support with their own mock trial of the        

characters from the core text ‘Too Much Trouble’.  We would love to invite you back again next year, in 
June, for the new cohort of Year 5 pupils.’  (Class Teacher)  

  

‘It has helped me to stay aware of my choices I make’ 

‘This workshop helped me understand the consequences you receive depending on the crime you do.  It also helped 

me to hang out with the right non-dangerous people and that education is the key’ 

‘I got that if you have a criminal record you can’t get certain jobs.  It has helped me make the right choices’ 

‘This workshop helped me understand crime a lot better.  For example, I never knew a criminal record could stop 

you going on holiday to some countries’  

‘This workshop helped to understand that education is key and to stay with nice people.  Also, I learnt that in prison 

you could be locked up for 22 hours per day’ 

‘It has helped me to understand what prison life is like and why you should not commit a crime’ 

‘It has helped because I now know not to hang out with bad people’ 

‘I feel way more confident about moving schools as I know to tell a trusted adult about things and don’t be effected 

by peer pressure’  

‘I learnt that if you join a gang, but don’t do the crime, you may be still put in prison with a criminal record’  

‘This has helped me understand how joint-enterprise can get you arrested and that gangs will ruin your life by   

making you go to prison’ 

Maundene Primary    
 

 

 
Location : St. Michael’s Prep School, Sevenoaks - Year 6     Date : March 14, 2019 

 

‘It made me think that I really need to think carefully before I do things’  

‘It has helped me a lot to understand the consequences on crime and I will definitely tell family and friends         

everything I have learned’ 

‘It made me understand more about what happens when you get arrested’  

‘I think the presentation was great and I have realised that I definitely don’t want a criminal record’ 

‘It gave me the understanding that everyone can do something wrong and if I do, I will think about it and know 

what is coming’  

‘I know that if I do something extreme outside of school I can get punished and go to prison.  It was really         

unbelievable that Francis came from gangster boy to a mature grown-up that was really inspirational’  

St. Michael’s Prep   

Original Student Evaluation Forms from which the above comments  
were extracted can be viewed at our office on request. 
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Location : St. Paul’s Primary School, Sevenoaks - Year 6      Date : June 17, 2019 
 
‘Dear Francis, thank you so much for coming in to do the above workshop for our Year 6 Children.  The 
feedback that we received from the children, was incredibly positive, clearly showing how much, they 

had benefitted and enjoyed your session.  Comments from the children included “I found the         
workshop inspirational and I was amazed how his life has switched around and it taught me to make 
the right choices” and “It had helped by showing me that consequences of a criminal record and what 

prison is like.  It has taught me not to mix with the wrong people”.  We would like to thank you so 
much for your time and for coming to visit us  at St. Paul’s and we look forward to working with your 

charity in the future’  (Headteacher)  
  

‘It helped by showing me the bad side to gangs and prison’ 

‘I got a lot of the workshop.  I have learnt how bad it is in prison and not to make bad choices’ 

‘I have learnt to never ever do bad against the law’ 

‘I learnt about prison and how hard it is’ 

‘Well what I got is not to take drugs and don’t join gangs and don’t go to prison because it isn’t a nice place, so I got 

lots out of the workshop’ 

‘I felt more confident because I know to avoid people selling drugs.  It was very helpful, and I really enjoyed it.  

10/10.’ 

‘It helped me to feel more confident about life and secondary school and to not commit crimes because it could 

mess up my life and jobs’ 

‘It helped me understand the dangers of drugs’  

‘I found out more about how prison can really damage your life and what prison is like.  It helped me think of the 

consequences’  

St. Paul’s Primary    
 

 

 
Location : Valley Invicta School at Holborough Lakes, Tonbridge and Malling - Year 5&6   Date : July 08, 2019 

 

‘It has helped me a lot.  It made me realise that I don’t need to be or want to be in gangs because education is all I 

need’  

‘I feel a bit more confident’ 

‘I got loads out of this information and I really felt confident out of it’ 

‘I now know to be careful when meeting strangers’ 

‘It helped me very much as I wasn’t that confident and that gangs bully you to join them.  I loved the assembly’  

‘It has helped me so much and I feel much more confident about starting secondary school and being more aware of 

my surroundings’ 

‘It has definitely told me to avoid gangs’  

‘On many facts I was shocked, but it really helped me.  Now I know how it is in prison.  I really don’t want to go to 

prison.  Thank you for coming and helping us understand about crimes.  I would rate it 10/10.’ 

Holborough Lakes Primary   

Original Student Evaluation Forms from which the above comments  
were extracted can be viewed at our office on request. 
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Location : Weald Community Primary School, Sevenoaks - Year 6     Date : November 07, 2018 
 

‘Introduction was good in getting to know the children and taking time for each person.  Underlying 
theme to keep children safe.  Connecting on common interests.  Good audience participation.            

Exposure to terms and making awareness to possibly unfamiliar language.  Contrast between Francis’s 
image and that of a stereotypical ex-gang member.  Eye opening for the children’  

(Teacher)  
  

‘It helped me because I now understand how he felt and how other people felt if that happened to them’ 

‘It really taught me how bad prison is and getting into gangs’ 

‘It has helped me realise how bad the consequences of crime are’ 

‘It has helped me to understand more about why not to get into a gang or break the law’ 

‘I think he was very good and taught our class lots’ 

‘It helped me so that now I know that I should not get involved in any gangs’ 

Weald Primary    
 

 

 
Location : Whitehorse Manor Junior School, Croydon - Year 6    Date : June 10, 2019 

 

‘I learnt more about the outside world.  It has helped me a lot’ 

‘It has helped me with why I should not get into crime and the consequences’  

‘It helped me because I was less confident about secondary school but, now I am more confident and if I see some 
people ganging up, I will tell the Police’ 

‘It has helped me understand that prison is as bad as hell’ 

‘I always knew it was bad to break the law but now, I think this workshop really helped me understand what could 
happen to my future’ 

‘More sight of the world and now I am confident I don’t want to go prison’ 

‘It helped me by not getting involved in gangs or bad behaviour’ 

‘This workshop helped me understand why crime is terrible and not many people get away with it’  

‘That not to do the wrong thing or I will be in serious trouble with the Police’ 

‘I learnt that some young people get in trouble by being in gangs.  I now know not to be in a gang’ 

‘It has helped me to know more about not letting people put pressure on you to do bad stuff’ 

‘It explained how scary prison is and why you should avoid breaking the law’   

Whitehorse Manor Junior School   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4/]#Original Student Evaluation Forms from which the above comments  
were extracted can be viewed at our office on request. 
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‘A riveting and inspirational presentation on gang crime and its consequences.  The children were completely       
engrossed in Francis’s life and advice.  He spoke directly to the children; no frills, no patronisation, and 

straight to the point regarding the messages these young people need to hear.  I hope it will have sunk in 
properly and given them food for thought  i.e. crime and gangs are NOT positive or romantic!’ 

 
                                      Archbishop of Courtenay Primary School   

  
‘Very good workshop, age appropriate and pitched perfectly.  Found it inspirational to hear how Francis had turned 
his life around.  Promoted positive messages about life choices and the consequences of poor choices.  

The students were very focused during the presentation and spoke very positively afterwards.  Hope you can return 
next year!’ 

 
‘Fascinating and extremely interesting workshop.  Delivered in a way that held the attention of the students.           
It provided them with lots of facts and information that I feel will really impact on them to make positive life choices.  

A very inspirational story!’ 
 

‘Dear Mr Osei-Appiah, I would like to thank you for attending Valley Invicta Primary School at Aylesford on 5th June 
2019.  I have heard such positive feedback from both children and the teachers.  They have never seen or heard 

such an inspirational speaker.  They are still talking about the impact a month later.  We would love to invite 
you back next year and I understand my PA has sent some suggested dates.  Thank you again, and we look forward 

to seeing you again in the future.’  
 

Aylesford Primary School  
 

‘Thank you so much to Francis for coming to talk to our Year 6 class again this year; the children loved the        
workshop and thoroughly enjoyed the content.  They had lots of questions and felt that the presentation had been 

useful.  The children felt that it would be likely to prevent them from making bad decisions later in 
their lives and they were engaged throughout.  The quiz at the end was good and I think there could be more 

opportunities for the children to partake in activities’ 
 

Dunton Green Primary School 
 

‘Thought provoking message.  Very credible presenter.  Lots of opportunity for pupil voice.  Children       
engaged and processing the messages  - evident through questions they were asking.’ 

 
Edenbridge Primary School 

 

 

‘The workshop was presented really well and pitched at the right level for the children in Year 5.  I thought 
the message was very clear that children should not get involved in crime or join a gang and 

give in to peer pressure.  From our discussions back in class afterwards, it was clear that the children 
understood and were deterred from committing crimes in future.  I thought it was a very           

inspirational story and we are very grateful to Francis for sharing with us’ 
 

‘Extremely relevant workshop pitched appropriately for our children and their learning being 
covered this term.  Francis was very willing to answer honestly to questions asked enabling our children 
to experience authenticity about his past.  The Year 5 children at Elaine were very engaged throughout the 

workshop presentation and we look forward to inviting RRR back in the future’ 
 

Elaine Primary School 
 

 

 

 

Original Professionals Evaluation Forms from which the above comments  
were extracted can be viewed at our office on request 
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‘Super presentation as ever!  Children fully engaged; talk relevant to choices they may have as they start at        
Secondary school, and it raised awareness of possible situations they may encounter (e.g. drugs, peer pressure,   
alcohol).  Francis quiet, calm presence is perfect for the possible reactions to the content of the talk, 

particularly with children of this age.  Super Q and A session, where questions were answered.  Thank you and 
looking forward to next year!’   

 
                                      Lady Boswell’s Primary School   

  
‘Dear Francis, on behalf of Maundene Primary School and the Year 5 cohort, we would like to say a massive       

thank-you for your talk on the 6th June 2019.  The talk was incredibly inspirational and allowed the children 
to    explore some of the challenging topics in a safe and secure environment.  Many of the children got a 
lot from this talk and were able to make links to what they had been learning about around knife crime, gangs and 
the British Justice System.  This year 5 cohort were able to use your resourceful information from your talk to sup-
port with their own mock trial of the characters from the core text ‘Too Much Trouble’.  We would love to invite you 

back again next year, in June, for the new cohort of Year 5 pupils.’ 
 

Maundene Primary School  
 

‘We book Francis to come to St Michael’s at this time of year as we cover crime and punishment in PSHE.  The talk  
he gives to the pupils is open and honest.  These children do, by and large, come from privileged           

backgrounds so this talk is, in many ways, even more important to deliver to them so they become 
aware of how choices can affect your whole life’  

 
St. Michael’s Prep School 

 

‘Dear Francis, thank you so much for coming in to do the above workshop for our Year 6 Children.  The 
feedback that we received from the children, was incredibly positive, clearly showing how 

much, they had benefitted and enjoyed your session.  Comments from the children included “I found 
the workshop inspirational and I was amazed how his life has switched around and it taught me to make the 
right choices” and “It had helped by showing me that consequences of a criminal record and what prison is 

like.  It has taught me not to mix with the wrong people”.  We would like to thank you so much for your 
time and for coming to visit us  at St. Paul’s and we look forward to working with your charity in the future’  

 
St. Paul’s Primary School 

 

‘Francis had a great rapport with the children.  For a group of children that struggle to sit still 
for a long time, they were really engaged and interested in the topic.  The information was pitched 

correctly and made the children think.  After the session, the children had some good questions and final 
thoughts about the session – we are looking forward to next year!’ 

 
Valley Invicta Primary School at Holborough Lakes   

 

‘Third year having Francis visit our class – each year we are very impressed by the entire    
workshop.  Very informative  - good rapport with the class.  Lots of questions and points raised throughout 

by children – high levels of interest.  Thank you very much’ 
 

Weald Primary School 
   

‘Francis was professional and had the respect of the children quickly.  This presentation was relevant and 
informative.  The children are often worried about their futures in secondary and beyond and 

they have heard a lot of ‘Chinese whispers’ about gangs.  Francis was able to advice first-hand 
about the importance of the choices they make.  He was also able to advice about how gangs 

groom.  He was invaluable and the children learned a lot.  Thank you.’ 
 

Whitehorse Manor Junior School   
 

Original Professionals Evaluation Forms from which the above comments  
were extracted can be viewed at our office on request 
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‘This was a very informative talk that was pitched at an appropriate level for our students.  They found 

it very interesting and an excellent introduction to our “anti-bullying day”.  Th pupils listened well, 
which means that the talk was interesting and enthralling for them.  Francis is an inspiration to us all, 

thank you’ (Headteacher) 
 

‘It made me understand a lot about bullying and that I can change and be a better person’ 

‘Don’t hang around with gangs.  Don’t do drugs’ 

‘I got a lot out of this and it helped me be a non-bully’ 

‘I now know Francis way more!’ 

Elms School 
  

 
 

Location : Maplesden Noakes School, Maidstone - Year 8 and 9    Date : December 04, 2018 

 

  

‘I have a better understanding of crime, peer pressure, drugs and alcohol.  The assembly was 9/10 – thank you for 

coming to our school to open our eyes’ 

‘I understand more about what would happen to you if you get involved in bad stuff that’s against the law’ 

‘The workshop helped me in not wanting to go to prison’ 

‘It has helped me a lot and now I know what dangers to look out for’ 

‘It helped me understand the punishment for involvement in gangs and how it could affect my future’ 

‘Your charity will help young teenagers stay on the right path’ 

‘It helped me.  Also, the fact that Francis had been involved in the gang and the consequences that happened to 

him was better than someone just reading a script’ 

‘It helped me by telling me what I should do and avoid the consequences since they are very bad’  

‘I now know to make the right choices.  I understand the consequences for making the wrong choices.  I also now 

know that if I find me or any of my family/friends in this situation, there is always a way out!’ 

‘I now understand to make the right choices and not give into peer pressure and also what life would be like if I was 

in prison and the effects it would have in the future’ 

‘From the workshop, I’ve concluded that I will NOT commit any crimes that will have negative impact on my future .  

In addition to that, I will not let anyone influence me to do bad things’ 

‘‘I now know more about knife crimes and how getting involved in a gang can affect those around you’ 

‘There are a lot of children that die because of knife crime’ 

‘What I got out of the workshop is that I now understand more about what prison life is like.  I also learnt about the 

consequences of what happens when you get arrested and how it can not only impact the person but, their journey 

as well’ 

‘It has helped me a lot.  It educated me on what could happen; what it means to be in prison and what it is like; 

what knife crime can do because someone thought it was funny and clever to carry a knife.  Francis is a great      

presenter and I would love to get all of my friends educated like this’ 

       
Maplesden Noakes School  

 
 

Original Student Evaluation Forms from which the above comments  
were extracted can be viewed at our office on request. 
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Location : Elms School (SEN), Dover - Year 7,8,9,10,11     Date : June 20, 2019 



 

 

 

 

 
 

‘The consequences of going into a gang and making bad decisions’ 
‘It was very useful to aide my understanding of crime rates in young people’ 

‘Made me aware of how easy it could be to become a gang member’ 
‘I understand how manipulative gangs can be and how dangerous it can be to be in one’ 

‘The workshop helped me to realise how quick you can go to the wrong pathway and ruin all of your chances 
because of your bad choices’ 

‘I have a more well-rounded view of crime’ 
‘I know what it’s like to be in a gang now’ 

 
St. John’s Catholic Comprehensive School 

  
 
 

Location : The Malling School, Maidstone - Year 8         Date : February 25, 2019 

 

  

‘It has helped me a lot with how easy you can get into gangs and breaking the law’ 

‘More information on the punishments of our actions’ 

‘I realised how a criminal record affects you even if you’re reformed for many years’ 

‘I learnt more about how prisons work’ 

‘It has helped me by showing what would happen if I got a criminal record.  It also helped by showing us Francis’ 

story’ 

‘The consequences of getting a criminal record and what it is like in prison’ 

‘It has helped me because it showed me what it is like in a prison and so now, I do not want to do crime so I can 

live in peace’ 

‘To understand what it’s like in prison’ 

I understand what prison is like and how being in a gang can affect you’ 

‘Helped me know not to join the local gangs.  It said what gangs are in my area and made me more confident.  It 

also described very well what age groups go to what prisons’ 

‘I now realise all the things that could happen if I try to break the law’ 

‘I realise how bad crime is and what the consequences are for committing it’ 

‘I learnt more about the horrible conditions of prison and the crimes that young people get caught up in.  This will 

help me to make the right decisions in life’ 

‘Not to be a drug dealer’ 

‘It has helped me as I now understand more about how criminal record affect you.  I also understand more about 

drugs, prison and gangs’ 

       
The Malling School  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Original Student Evaluation Forms from which the above comments  
were extracted can be viewed at our office on request. 
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Location : St. John’s Catholic Comprehensive School, Gravesham - Year 12    Date : November 21, 2018 



 

 

 

 

 
 

‘It helped outline to me, the absolute path that I will not go down and the pride I take in my current path’ 

‘I feel it gave me a clearer indication of how the legal system operates’ 

‘It helped a lot and I found it very interesting.  I learned a lot more about prison life’ 

‘Gave me an insight of the horrors of prison’ 

‘Just impressed overall’ 

‘It’s helped me a lot and not to get arrested and not to get a criminal record’ 

 
The North School 

  
 
 

Location : The Victory Academy School, Medway - Year 10       Date : July 08, 2019 

 

  

‘I feel as if Francis was very confident and very energetic.  He explained everything clearly and he went through 

each topic patiently explaining it piece by piece.  He was open about his past but told us how education was his key 

to freedom’ 

‘I was already aware of most of the subjects, but it helped to reboot things I had forgotten’ 

‘I learnt a lot more about what is like in prison and how they get treated and also about how many crimes affect 

your future.  Helped me by convincing me to not make those choices’ 

‘It helps as I now know a real person who experienced it, so the emotion shown is enhanced and helps us           

understand more and easier’ 

‘It showed that gangs are dangerous and bad for people’ 

‘I understood what happens if you break the law.  The workshop was more interesting than the ones we have had 

by other organisations before’ 

‘This information helped me understand of the consequences and how crime destroys your future.  It is better to 

stick with education because it is the key to open all doors’ 

‘I am more aware of crime and also know the penalty given to those who commit crime’ 

‘Not to commit a crime and stay in education’ 

‘It opened my eyes to gangs and drugs’ 

‘I know how to protect myself more’ 

‘I really enjoyed this workshop.  It helped me out so much and it was very interesting, and it answered all my    

questions.  It was amazing workshop’ 

‘It was really helpful as the person that had commit crime and was in a gang stepped up with confidence to explain 

to us about crime and gangs’ 

‘The workshop intrigued me and motivated me even more to pursue a career involving criminology’ 

‘It helped me realise what choices I should make when I’m older’ 

       
The Victory Academy School  

 
 
 
 
 

Original Student Evaluation Forms from which the above comments  
were extracted can be viewed at our office on request. 

 
 

 

“I DIDN’T KNOW THAT!” - 2018-2019 ANTI-CRIME- 
SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENT COMMENTS - 3  

17 

Location : The North School, Ashford - Year 11 and 12       Date : January 10, 2019 



 

 

 

 
 

‘This was a very informative talk that was pitched at an appropriate level for our students.  They found it very     
interesting and an excellent introduction to our “anti-bullying day”.  Th pupils listened well, which means 

that the talk was interesting and enthralling for them.  Francis is an inspiration to us all, thank you’  
                                      Elms School   

  
‘Speaking to students after the assembly they really enjoyed the presentation, they found the real-life             

interaction really helpful.  This has linked in really well with anti-bullying week and their choices made in school 
and out of school’  

Maplesden Noakes School  
 

‘‘Dear Francis, I am writing to thank you for conducting such a powerful and informative workshop yesterday on  
anti-crime to our sixth form students.  It was a fantastic presentation and after looking at the students 

completed   feedback forms, I am not surprised to see they found the workshop informative and now 
feel more confident they will be able to make the right choices and not break the law or commit a 

crime in the future.  Thank you once again and I look forward to having you in again in the future’ 
 

St. John’s Catholic Comprehensive School 
 

‘Dear Francis, I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of The Malling School staff and students, to 
thank you for the fantastic presentation you gave to students this week.  The  message delivered was    

powerful and current, your passion is clear, and students were totally engaged throughout.  We 
hope to see you again in the future.  Many thanks once again’  

 
‘This was an excellent presentation.  There were a lot of powerful messages put forward.  The students 

were given a lot of information about what will happen if they commit a crime.  I believe the          
presentation will help deter young people from committing crimes in the future’ 

 
The Malling School 

 

‘In session 1 with the A-Level Law students, the impact was profound.  In the follow up lessons, all 
students admitted that their viewpoint that prison should focus wholly on punishment was reversed.  Some 
are going on to study Law or Criminology at University and this has educated them and provoked debate 
and discussion.  In session2 of the mixed young year groups, again it was excellent delivery.  

Feedback   suggests impact has been made.  Some students commented after the session that “prison 
- I don’t ever want to go there” 

 
The North School   

 

‘Dear Francis, Thank you so much for delivering Reform Restore Respect in our academy this week.  Your 
story was very frank, open and honest, to which our students were very receptive.  I know that they      

appreciated your first-hand account on gangs and prison life and from their responses, have taken away 
your message of choosing education.  This information has proved to be very timely as gang culture 
and knife crime is being widely reported in the media.  Our young people need to be educated 
that this is also happening in the Medway towns.  I look forward already to your next visit to keep 

this message going’  
 

‘A great presentation, much needed in the academy.  Students engaged and enjoyed listening 
to someone speak who has first-hand experience inside a gang and prison.  Students took time to 
ask questions after the presentation and referred to Francis as an ‘inspiration’.  A very important topic that 

was covered     knowledgeably and with impact’  
 

‘I missed the start of the presentation, but I was impressed with how honest and real he was.  It was good 
to see it was not glamorised, but the truth of how it was.  Hoping this will have a positive impact on 

the  students’  
 

The Victory Academy School 
   

Original Professionals Evaluation Forms from which the above comments  
were extracted can be viewed at our office on request 
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